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Now and Later 
 
Slogan, “Eat some now, save some for later.”  
• It was a play on how long it takes to chew the candy. 
• And, you’ll still be chewing later. 
 
The choices we make today create the reality we experience tomorrow.  
 
Romans 8:18 - From Suffering to Glory - For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time now are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us later. 
 
While present life now involves trials, waiting, and present obedience, believers 
are assured of ultimate redemption, vindication, and eternal reward later. 
 
Present Faith vs. Future Sight: 

• Life now requires trusting God without seeing the whole picture. 

• But later, we will understand fully and see God face to face! 
 
1 Corinthians 13:12 - Now all we can see of God is like a cloudy picture in a 
mirror. Later we will see him face to face. We don't know everything, but then 
we will, just as God completely understands us. 
 
Progression NOW, Perfection LATER: 

• Spiritual growth and hard work are happening NOW! 

• Moral and physical perfection are LATER and in heaven! 
 
Philippians 3:12-14 - 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already 
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 
hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 
We Must Trust God’s Timing: 

• The Bible discourages arrogant plans for tomorrow (NOW). 

• We are to submit our future to God’s Will. (NOW) 

• Trusting His timeline instead of worrying about our future! (LATER) 
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The Apostle Paul warns us, Galatians 6:7-8 - Do not be deceived, God is not 
mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to 
his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of 
the Spirit reap everlasting life. 
 
The spiritual law of sowing and reaping! 
Every choice and action in life produces a corresponding, multiplying result! 

• You cannot cheat God’s moral order. 

• What you invest your life in NOW, determines your destiny Later! 
 
The Principle of the Harvest – We live in a world where actions (now) have 
consequences (later)! 

• Every decision is a seed. Now for later!!! 
• Spiritually, financially, and relationally… 
• We never truly get away with anything; we simply delay the harvest. 

 
The Deception, Sowing to The Flesh. 

• Indulging in sinful human nature, acting out of selfishness. 
• Openly rejecting God’s priorities. 
• Resulting in corruption, decay, ruin, and spiritual deterioration. 
• We think a momentary lapse or shortcut won't eventually catch up to us. 

 
Reality, Seeds grow in the dark before they break the surface. 

• Yield to the Holy Spirit, live by faith! 
• Do things that honor God. The harvest is eternal life. 
• Have a thriving relationship with God Now and unto eternity Later! 

 
Life Application Examples: 

• Finances: Choosing to save a small percentage of your paycheck now 
creates a safety net of peace later.  

• Conversely, accumulating high-interest debt for instant gratification Now 
creates years of Later financial bondage. 

• Relationships: Investing time and active listening in your marriage or 
friendships now builds a fortress of trust  later when life gets difficult. 

• Health: The daily discipline of diet and exercise now dictates your mobility, 
energy, and medical reality in your later decades. 

• Faith: Spending daily time in prayer and the Word now builds a foundation 
of unshakeable peace that sustains you through inevitable crises later. 
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Turning from "Later" Regret to "Now" Action 
 
Deuteronomy 30:19 - This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses 
against you that I have set before your life and death, blessings and curses. Now 
choose life, so that you and your children may live. 
 
God endows humanity with the freedom of choice and urges us to actively 
choose life, love, and obedience, which brings blessings, over the path of self-
will and disobedience, which leads to death. 
 
If you have been making poor choices, today is a new day to plant better seeds. 

• We are not mere victims of fate or circumstances. 
• We are faced with decisions that carry real consequences, both spiritual 

and practical. 
 
 What seed of discipline, forgiveness, or faith do you need to plant in your life? 
 
God has laid out two distinct path’s for us: 

• One of blessings, Life…  One of curses, death…. 
 
How do we do this: Deuteronomy 30:20 - Be completely faithful to the Lord your 
God, love him, and do whatever he tells you. The Lord is the only one who can 
give life, and he will let you live a long time in the land that he promised to your 
ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

• This scripture defines choosing life as actively loving the Lord your God. 
• Listening to His voice and holding fast to Him!!!! 
• “Loving the Lord your God” means prioritizing your relationship w/Him. 
• Living in Obedience, applying His biblical principles to my life - - -  
• Such as grace, honesty, and kindness in our everyday lives!!! 
• Hold fast trusting in God’s promises even in trials. 

 
Every day presents choices that align with life or death, and True flourishing 
comes from centering your life on God! 

 
The Bamboo Principle 
Imagine planting a seed, watering it every day, and seeing absolutely nothing 
happen for an entire year. You keep watering it through year two, year three, 
and year four. Still, the ground is completely bare. 
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This is the exact reality of the Chinese Bamboo tree. For four years, it shows no 
visible growth above ground. But in the fifth year, something miraculous 
happens. It breaks through the soil and shoots up eighty feet in just six weeks! 
Did it grow eighty feet in six weeks, or did it take five years? It took five years. 
During those silent years, it was growing a massive root system underground to 
support its future height. 
 
Our choices are exactly like Chinese Bamboo - What you do in secret, when no 
one is watching, is quietly building your root system.  
 
You might think your current choices don't matter because you don't see 
immediate consequences or rewards. 
 
Make no mistake, your now is quietly constructing your later!!!                        
 
What you build today NOW directly impacts what your character will produce 
tomorrow LATER… 
 
Wisdom requires both foresight and action. 
Proverbs 27:12 - A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself; The simple pass 
on and are punished. 

• Be cautious and hide when you see danger— 
• Don't be stupid and walk right into trouble. 

 
• The prudent recognize warning signs and take precautions…. 
• The simple/naive ignore red flags, proceed blindly, and suffer the 

consequences! 
• This requires us to be proactive rather than reactive in our life. 

 
Wisdom looks ahead. Foolishness only looks at immediate gratification! 
 
Character is built in small things: 
 
Luke 16:10 - He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he 
who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. 
 
Faithfulness Starts Small: How you handle seemingly minor responsibilities-like 
your time, everyday tasks, or small amounts of money-reveals how you will 
manage much larger. 
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Your integrity in small things now determines your capacity for responsibility 
later. 
 
Hebrews 11:24-25 - By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along 
with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 
 

• "By faith Moses... chose to be mistreated along with the people of God  
• Rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin." 

 
Sin always offers instant gratification with a delayed penalty.  
God offers temporary discipline with an eternal reward. 
=================================================================== 

CLOSE: Every one of us is currently living in the "later" of our past decisions.  

• Some of us are enjoying the sweet fruit of past faithfulness,  
• Others are exhausted from reaping the painful harvest of poor choices. 

Here is the beauty of the Gospel: Jesus Christ specializes in redeeming wasted 
time and ruined harvests: 
 
Joel 2:25 - “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— 
    the great locust and the young locust, the other locusts and the locust 
swarm—my great army that I sent among you. 
 

• Divine restoration! Your hardships are not wasted in God’s hands!!! 
• God can restore the years the locusts have eaten.  
• You cannot change where you started, but you can change your direction. 

 
God is merciful and responsive to those who turn back to Him! 
 
For the seeker: If you have been living for the immediate pleasures of this world 
and realize your soul is empty, Jesus is calling you now.  
 

• Choose eternal life today. 
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For the believer: If you have been compromising secretly, thinking it won't catch 
up to you, today is the day to repent.  
 

• Stop sowing to the flesh before the harvest of destruction arrives. 
 
If you want to surrender your future to Jesus or hit the reset button on your daily 
choices, step out from where you are standing and come forward.  
 


